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Recently Norwalk was
selected as a pilot project
location for a new school
safety initiative called
WISE 5School. (Wi-Fi
Internet for School Emer-
gencies) The project was
initiated by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety and
leverages the already exist-
ing lowa Communications
Network (ICN) that pro-
vides high speed broad-
band internet at schools
within the state. The
project concept is to pro-
vide wireless internet ac-
cess points at school build-
ings that allow internet
connectivity for first re-
sponders who will need
efficient internet access
during emergency events
at the school. The access
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points were provided free
to the school districts
through a partnership be-
tween the State and three
Wi-Fi technology vendors
-~ C(Cisco, Aruba and
Fortinet.

Norwalk public safety
vehicles are equipped with
on-board computers that
currently communicate

with the City computer
networks through cellular
technology. During an
emergency, these ceflular
connections can get over-
whelmed and clogged due
to increased use of the net-
works. The WISE - School
project will allow our pub-
lic safety vehicles to con-
nect through a durable
and robust high speed
internet connection, More

efficient data connections
will increase the safety of
those present during an
incident and increase our
public safety offictal’s abil-
ity to manage, control and
defuse an emergency
event.

“Only three school dis-
tricts in the state were se-
lected for the WISE-
School pilot project and
Norwalk is lucky to be one
of them” said Chief
Staples of the police de-
partment. Staples went on
to say that “the availabil-
ity of the internet access
points will encourage pa-
trol officers to spend more
time on the school
grounds using the dedi-

cated high speed internet
to complete reports and
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up-load/down-load data
into the City computer
network and the Westcom
computer network. Any-
time you can encourage
amicable police presence
on school grounds it is a
good thing”.

Currently, the WISE -
School internet access
points are installed and
working at the High
School campus only. Since
this initiative is still in a
pilot phase, over the
course of the school year,
testing will be done to de-
termine the practicality of
expanding the program to
other school buildings
within Norwalk and in
other school districts
across the state.
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